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From the Principal 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I welcome all parents, students and staff members as we commence a 
new school year at Rathmines Public and on your behalf I offer a 
particular welcome to everyone who is new to our school community 
this year: the 49 students in the Kindergarten class of 2019, the 12 
students who have transferred from other schools, our new members 
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Vision Statement 
Rathmines Public School’s vision is to pursue and celebrate excellence in all areas and to ensure everyone 
has the opportunity to experience success within a supportive, safe and engaging learning environment 
which embraces the creative and productive use of technology and is free from all forms of discrimination.  
Our vision is to educate students for life by fostering their sense of wellbeing and developing their personal 
values of honesty, resilience, empathy, respect and responsibility. 

 

Kindergarten 2019 
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of staff and all of our new parents and carers. I look forward to working with all parents and carers, staff 
members and students as we address the challenges associated with the second year of our 2018 to 2020 
School Plan. The “Rathmines Public School Golf Day” planned for Sunday 10th March will be a great 
opportunity for old and new members of our school community to come together and celebrate the start 
of a new school year while at the same time raising some funds for purchase of teaching resources.   
 
School Swimming Carnival 
I congratulate all the children on the manner in which they contributed to the success of our school 
swimming carnival and coped with the very warm conditions on Monday: the readiness of children to give 
of their best and to support each other set a great standard for the rest of the year. I especially commend 
the children who tested themselves over the 50 metre distance in a variety of strokes. For many students 
swimming that distance was a huge challenge and they can take great pride in the fact that they were 
prepared to “have a go”. I thank Mr McNamara for his efforts in organising the carnival and I also thank 
the parents who came along to either support the competitors or act as officials. I congratulate all 
members of Kingfisher, the Sports House swimming champions for 2019 and commend the following 
children who were selected as age champions for this year:  
Junior Girl Aurora Paine  11ys Girl Layla Lavis   Senior Girl     Madison Andrew 
Junior Boy  Benjamin Mitchell 11yrs Boy Harrison Taylor  Senior Boy   Cameron Gawn 
After competing in all of his events Cameron was able to display his outstanding swimming ability by 
winning a 200 metre match race against Miss Watson, Miss Case, Mr Ruecroft and Mr Fisher! 
 
Unfortunately over the past few years there has been a gradual increase in the number of children who do 
not feel confident about swimming 50 metres and I am aware that this is a trend across all schools. At the 
same time statistics show that each year an increasing number of tragic drowning related deaths occur in 
NSW.  I take this opportunity to encourage all parents and carers to try to ensure that their children 
have the opportunity to develop a safe standard of competency in swimming.   

School Procedures 
The organisational procedures we follow before and after school are particularly important in relation to 
the safety and welfare of students. I think it is appropriate to outline the expectations once again as we 
start a new year: this will assist our new families but will also act as a refresher for current students.   
      
When students leave their classrooms at 3:05pm: 
· Students catching buses go to their designated area in the COLA and wait for Mrs Ruecroft to escort 

them to the bus stop 
  
· Children who are being picked up by their parents must wait in the 

COLA until their parents arrive. Students do not walk out of the 
grounds to meet their parents. Children need to be regularly 
reminded that if their parent does not come to pick them up they 
must speak to the teacher on duty and/or go to the front office. It 
is critically important for parents and carers to ensure that their 
children do not go ahead of them as they are leaving the school 
grounds. The official road safety guidelines advise that it is best for 
infants children to hold the hand of a responsible adult at all times 
when they are near a road. There have been a number of “close 
calls” in recent years and unfortunately there are many motorists 
who completely ignore the School Zone speed restrictions. 

From the Principal cont’d  
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· We endeavour to have a teacher on duty at the school crossing each afternoon to escort children across 

the road. However, it is important for all children to be aware of the safety procedures to follow when 
crossing any road. Parents and Carers are asked to model good road safety practices by using the 
designated crossing. 

  
The before school procedures are equally important. Parents are asked to note that teachers are not on 
duty till 8:35am and with this in mind parents are asked to ensure that their children do not arrive at 
school before that time. Any students who do arrive early must sit on the steps in the COLA until the 
supervising teacher arrives. The bell which rings at 8:50am is a “teacher’s bell” and should be ignored by 
the students.  All children will be asked to walk to their designated line up places to meet their teachers 
when the bell rings at 8:57am. This can be particularly challenging for the infants children who are often 
tempted to run as soon as the bell rings!  The effectiveness of our efforts to ensure the safety of students 
when they are arriving at or leaving school is significantly reduced if cars are parked illegally in the streets 
adjacent to the school. All parents and carers are asked to be mindful of following the appropriate car 
parking procedures to ensure that drivers have good vision of children when they are crossing the road. I 
also encourage you to show respect to our neighbours by not parking on their front lawns or across their 
driveways. 
 

Parent Information Meetings 
All parents received a special letter yesterday setting out the times for this year’s Parent Information 
Meetings which are being held during the next two weeks. These meetings are conducted in order to 
provide the teachers with an opportunity to present parents and carers not only with an overview of  
class structures,  programs and avenues for communication but also to highlight the ways parents and 
carers  can support their children’s academic progress. While I urge all parents and carers to come along 
to these important meetings I appreciate that work commitments or clashes in times for meetings may 
prevent some parents from attending and with this in mind all class teachers will provide parents and 
carers with a written summary of the content covered during the meetings.  
 
Extra Curricular Opportunities 
One of the very positive characteristics of our school culture is the readiness of staff members to give 
freely of their time in order to provide our students with a wide range of extra curricular activities which 
include: debating and public speaking, girls and boys dance groups, 11 different PSSA school sports 
teams, aerobics, school band, participation in the annual Starstruck experience, guitar group, and  the 

Bank books should be 

handed to the class 

teacher at roll call each 

Monday morning.  

Deposits will be processed 

and books returned before 

the end of the day. Monday 

If you have 

unwanted plastic 

bags please bring 

them in to the 

office. 

From the Principal cont’d  
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school garden club. In addition this year, Miss Watson will be conducting a Choral Singing session each 
Wednesday morning before school for interested students in Year 1 and Year 2. I take this opportunity to 
sincerely thank all members of staff for making these extra contributions above and beyond their regular 
professional responsibilities and I encourage all students to make sure they always give of their very best 
when participating in any of these extra curricula activities. 
 
 P &C Meeting 

Finally I invite all parents and carers to come to the first meeting of our school’s Parents and Citizen’s 
Association which will be held on Monday 18th February in the school staff room at 7:00pm. The 
Association plays a vital role in the ongoing development of our school and serves as an excellent forum 
for discussion of general school issues. A special invitation is extended to the parents and carers of all of 
our new students to come along and meet the members of the executive as well as other parents within 
our growing school community. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Nick Walker 

 

 
MAKING A PAYMENT? 

To pay by card simply go online to 

www.rathminespublicschool.com.au 

In the PAYMENTS tab enter your 

child’s name and date of birth to begin 

the process. 

Cash and EFTPOS are accepted at 

the school office. 

 

STUDENTS ARRIVING 

LATE OR LEAVING EARLY 

 

 

 

 

must be signed in or out at the office 

by a responsible adult.  Parents will 

receive an email notification if their 

child has arrived late to school 

unaccompanied by an adult.  Please 

reply with an explanation. 

STUDENT ABSENCES 

Parents will receive a 

message via SMS if their 

child is marked absent at 

roll call.  Please reply to 

the message to explain 

the absence. 

From the Principal cont’d  
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DATE EVENT 

Monday 18th February 2.30pm Parent Information Sessions 3R, 4C, 3/4ZS 

 7.00pm P&C Meeting  

Tuesday 19th February Zone Swimming Carnival 

 2.30pm Parent Information Sessions KR, KM, K/1R 

Wednesday 20th February 2.30pm Parent Information Sessions 1W, 1TM, 1/2R, 

2F, 2V, 

Thursday 21st February 2.30pm Parent Information Sessions 5/6M, 6B 

Tuesday    26th March School Photos 

P & C NEWS 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Friday 15th February J. Gorick, R.Cross, R.Jenkins (am), S.Matthews, 

L.Johnstone 

Monday 18th February J.Bracken, A.Alley 

Wednesday 20th February L.McAllister, S.Kay, K.Betteridge (?) 

Friday 22nd February J.Bennett, J.Jessop, R.Jenkins (am), T.Warner, 

V.Ryan 

Monday 25th February L.Kerr, C.Wethered 

Wednesday 27th February 

 

J.Sharp, H.Gawn 

If you are unavailable to do your rostered day, please phone Amanda Greenwood on 0412 534 774  

 P&C MEETING and AGM Monday 18th February 7pm in the staffroom.  Everyone is welcome. 

 GOLF DAY 10TH MARCH—see page 7 for more information.  SPONSORSHIP for the day is also needed.  If 

you or someone you know owns a business and would like to help our school, please see page 8.  To register 

your interest you should email rathminespc@gmail.com 

CANTEEN ROSTER 
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P & C GOLF DAY 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 

5% discount if 
you 

mention this ad 

Disclaimer: Rathmines Public School does not necessarily endorse the 

services or products which may be included in or attached to this 

newsletter and is in no way responsible for any issues arising from use of 

the services or products offered. No responsibility is accepted for errors or 

omissions. 
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