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From the Principal   
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we approach the end of Term 3 I would like to provide you with an 
update regarding the steps already undertaken in the development of 
our School Improvement Plan for 2021 to 2024, the tasks still to be 
addressed during the remainder of the 2020 school year and the 
projected timeframe for completion of the plan. 
 
The review of our School Vision Statement and possible adjustments 
based on responses received from school community members via the 
SVS Survey is underway and a summary of the feedback and possible 
changes will be circulated to parents and carers early next term. It is 
important to note that the updated School Vision Statement will be 
an important factor in setting our strategic directions for the next 
four year plan. Members of our school executive team are leading the 
way in conducting a situational analysis for our school with a focus on 
Literacy, Numeracy and Wellbeing. 
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Vision Statement 
Rathmines Public School’s vision is to pursue and celebrate excellence in all areas and to ensure everyone 
has the opportunity to experience success within a supportive, safe and engaging learning environment 
which embraces the creative and productive use of technology and is free from all forms of discrimination.  
Our vision is to educate students for life by fostering their sense of wellbeing and developing their personal 
values of honesty, resilience, empathy, respect and responsibility. 
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I anticipate that by the end of week two next term the three teams will have been able to develop a 
detailed understanding of the school’s strengths and areas for development in regard to the key areas of 
school performance we are required to address in the school improvement process. The team members 
have been gathering data based on internal and external assessments (e.g NAPLAN) as well as surveys and 
interviews with staff members and students.  During Term 4 the focus will be on facilitating discussion 
within the school community to highlight a shared vision for the characteristics that will be key factors in 
the teaching and learning environment of Rathmines Public School by the end of the 2024 school year,  
and the incremental steps we will need to take each year in order to achieve that vision. An important 
part of this process will be having an opportunity for community consultation via our monthly P and C 
meetings next term if the COVID social distancing restrictions are eased. The actual documentation of the 
2021 to 2024 School Improvement Plan will be completed during Term 1 next year. 
 
Community Congratulations for Kay Burgess 
On behalf of all members of the 
Rathmines School community I 
congratulate Kay Burgess on being 
recognised and honoured for her 
service to Marine Rescue NSW 
during a special ceremony 
conducted at the new Marine 
Rescue base at Swansea Heads on 
Tuesday in conjunction with the 
opening of the new base. Kay is 
the longest serving member of the 
Lake Macquarie Marine Rescue 
team while at the same time being 
the youngest team member! Kay 
has been a volunteer and has 
given freely of her time to support 
Marine Rescue for the past 27 
years. Her dedication to the service of others for this extended period of time is a wonderful achievement 
and sets a great example for our students.  Speaking as someone who spends a fair bit of time on the 
water, and has spent many hours floating around off the coast in small boats, I can vouch for the great 
service provided by the members of Marine Rescue and I know that the service provided by Kay and all of 
her team members is greatly appreciated. Kay’s story of service was featured on NBN news on Tuesday 
night and I encourage anyone who missed it to catch the replay so you can share in the special 
celebration. 
 
Science Day 
As a result of the recent additions to social distancing restrictions, the annual Science Day and Science Fair 
conducted each year by Mrs Mitchell and Mrs Burns is being held on different days for primary and infants 
students. Yesterday’s hands on science activities for our infants classes turned out to be a very valuable 
learning experience for all those involved. The children were able to stay in their class groups while  
rotating through a selection of the following  Science activities : - Rain Clouds, Frog life cycle,  Recycling,  
Marble Maze,  Colour Wheels,  Circuits,  Kaleidoscopes, and  Water Fireworks. The children clearly 
enjoyed investigating and participating in the activities as can be seen from the feedback provided by Mrs 
Burns:      “The children's reactions to these activities were priceless. Some quotes from them 
include....'This was the best day ever' and 'Mine worked! Mine worked!' 

From the Principal cont’d  
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I welcome this opportunity to thank Susan and Rachelle for their ongoing contribution to our science 
program at RPS and for the effort they make to ensure that the Science lessons they structure for all 
classes from Kinder through to Year 6 are engaging, stimulating and rewarding for all our students. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Debating News 
The debating season of the Premier’s Debating Challenge for 2020 has been disrupted by COVID 19 like 
so many other school activities but thankfully, being able to debate via Zoom has allowed our students  
to still experience competitive debating. Unfortunately the start to the debating season was delayed 
when a number of other schools dropped out of the Challenge, but today our two debating teams finally 
managed to have two official Zoom debates against Coal Point Public School. The first debate was 
between Rathmines Rhinos (Orton M, Tayla L, Kenya R and Cruz S) and  Coal Point Black. The topic 
chosen was “That we should ban primary school kids from having phones”  and the Rhinos were the 
negative team. In a very interesting debate, Rathmines Rhinos was the successful team.  This was 
immediately followed by the debate between Rathmines Raptors (Braydan S, Molly R, Harry T and 
Jamilia B) v Coal Point Gold.  For this debate the chosen topic, “That all kids should have to save any 
money they receive until they turn eighteen” led to some very interesting arguments being put forward 
by Raptors as the negative team.  In a very close debate, Rathmines Raptors came out on top. 
Congratulations to the debating squad on today’s results and many thanks to our very capable officials 
(Amber H, Noah H, Dakotah C) who ensured the Zoom debates ran smoothly. Many thanks also to Mrs 

From the Principal cont’d  
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Bristow and Mr Ruecroft  for  coaching our debating teams and a special thanks to Jason for making 
the debates possible through the magic of Zoom technology! Both debating teams are looking forward 
to next Tuesday’s debate between the Rhinos and the Raptors. Helen and Jason have commented on the 
strong sense of competition between both teams and as a result they are expecting to hear some very 
convincing arguments from the affirmative and the negative sides in this “Rathmines v Rathmines” 
debate. 
 
Sports News 
In the last newsletter I referred to the initiative taken by our stage 3 teachers to provide the senior 
students with “in school competitions” in an effort to make up for the cancelation of this year’s PSSA 
knockouts due to COVID 19. The basketball competition 
hosted by Mr Elston was a great success and, as can be seen 
from the following report by Miss Case, the Oztag 
competition was also greatly appreciated by the stage 3 
children.  

 
 “Over the past few weeks, the Stage 3 Oztag competition has been the buzz around Rathmines Public 
School and it wrapped up with a grand final that did not disappoint. The Roosters scored two tries in 
the opening minutes of the game but the rapid speed of the Knights fullback switched the momentum 
right before half time. The second half saw both teams at a 4-all draw with five minutes to go. With 
golden point on everyone’s mind, the Roosters finally broke the line and settled the score 5 – 4 with 
two minutes to go. The Roosters managed to hold on to their victory with an impressive defensive set 
to take home the win. 
The seven teams entered in the competition involved the Panthers, Storm, Eels, Roosters, Raiders, 
Knights and the Rabbitohs. As you would expect, each team poured their heart and soul into every 
game and they displayed a very high standard of sportsmanship. A group of secret selectors have 
hand-picked an All-Stars oztag team to take on the teachers’ team when they meet in Term 4. The 
teachers are keen to continue their winning streak after defeating the All Stars in basketball earlier 
this term.” 

On behalf of all the students I thank Niesa for giving up so much of her free time not only to organise the 
competition but also to referee games every lunchtime for the past two weeks. 

Kinder Transition 2021 
At this stage all of our traditional kinder transition programs remain on hold due to the COVID 19 
guidelines for schools. I have been advised that schools will be provided with updated guidelines during 
the second week of the school holidays and I am hopeful that we may be able to implement a 

From the Principal cont’d  
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compressed transition program during Term 4 but this will obviously depend on advice provided by 
NSW Health. In the meantime Mrs Ruecroft is continuing to use our school website and YouTube channel 
to not only keep in touch with our kinder students for next year but also to help them to become more 
familiar with life at RPS  through posting short videos of  activities in infants classes as well as weekly 
assembly items. 
 
Spring Vacation 
The 2020 school year continues to be a challenging time for all members of our school community. As 
Term 3 comes to an end I would like to once again express my appreciation to all parents, carers and 
staff members for your resilience, cooperation, patience and commitment to working together in order 
to provide “a supportive safe and engaging learning environment” for our students. Best wishes for a 
relaxing, safe and enjoyable spring vacation. School will resume for the fourth term on Monday 12th 
October.   
 

   
Yours sincerely, 

Nick Walker 

Principal 

From the Principal cont’d  

 

FRUIT AND VEG MONTH 



 6 

RATHMINES PUBLIC SCHOOL   Ph 4975 1229   Fax 4975 4239  Email rathmines-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  

SCHOOL PHOTO DAY 

PHOTO DAY IS 

WEDNESDAY 21ST OCTOBER 

Order envelopes will be sent home in Week 1 
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FRUIT AND VEG MONTH 

 

 

  

Fruit & Veg Month 2020   

 

Our school will be participating in Fruit & Veg Month 2020. 

 

The theme for this year’s event is ‘Planet Fruit & Veg!’ 

 

We need to take better care of ourselves and the planet, so 

let’s teach our kids to eat more fruit and vegetables, to 

choose local and in-season produce and not to waste fresh 

food. This year’s Fruit & Veg Month is all about looking at fruit 

and vegetables through the lens of sustainability. 

 

Fruit & Veg Month 2020 runs for the last four weeks of Term 3 – 

from Monday 31 August to Friday 25 September. 

 

As part of Fruit & Veg Month, students will be involved in 

various classroom and school-based activities which 

encourage them to eat more fruit and vegetables.  

 

If you require more information on what activities our school is 

doing for Fruit & Veg Month, please contact the school or your 

child’s teacher. 

 

Joanna Lizdenis 

 Fruit & Veg Month School Coordinator 
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SCIENCE NEWS 

2/3R 

designed and 

made some 

simple 

machines 

that will help 

to make our 

lives easier.  

We had a 

great time 

finding 

solutions to 

our 

problems. 

- Mrs Burns 
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UNIFORM ORDER KINDER TO YEAR 2 

 

TO ORDER 

 Complete this form 

 Make payment online at rathmines-p.schools.nsw.gov.au 

 Write the receipt number on the form 

 Return form to school office.  Order will be filled and given to your child. 
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UNIFORM ORDER YEARS 3 TO 6 

 

TO ORDER 

 Complete this form 

 Make payment online at rathmines-p.schools.nsw.gov.au 

 Write the receipt number on the form 

 Return form to school office.  Order will be filled and given to your child. 
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COMMUNITY  NOTICES 

 

Westlakes Athletics Club 

Wangi Oval: Donnelly Rd, Arcadia Vale 

W: www.westlakeslac.org.au 
E: westlakesathleticsclub@gmail.com 

Facebook: @westlakesathletics 

Rego pick up days 

Saturday 

10th October 

from 4pm & 

Wednesday 

14th October 

from 6pm 

Programs 

for ages 3+ 

available. 

Westlakes is 

an Inclusive Club that welcomes athletes of all 

abilities. 

Active Kids 

Vouchers Accepted 

OZTAG 
Term 4 Junior competition to be held at 

Smith Park, Broadmeadow. Relevant    
information can be found on the website 

at: 
   www.newcastleoztag.com.au 

 
or the junior link at: 

     https://sportsfix.net/
NewcastleJuniorOztag 

 

All enquiries should be sent to 

newcastlejnrs@oztag.com.au 

http://www.newcastleoztag.com.au/
https://sportsfix.net/NewcastleJuniorOztag
https://sportsfix.net/NewcastleJuniorOztag
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